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REPORT. 



The select COMMITTEE, appointed to. inquire into the 
Irish Election Laws, and to report the same, with their 
Ohserwations and Opinion thereupon, from time to time, to 

The House ; Have considered the Matters to them referred, 

and agreed upon the following Resolutions; 

Resolvedy 

r-piHAT it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient to 
1 assimilate the manner of taking the Poll at Elections in Ireland, to the 
manner of taking it in England, as far as the same is practicable. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient that 
every Sheriff should have a bootli or booths, exclusive of the polling 
booths, where he, or his Assessor or Assessors, shaU constantly attend to 
decide Points referred to them from the polling booths. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of thisCommittee,That it would tend materially 
to facilitate the poll, that the Freeholders oath should not be tiiken at the 
nlace of polling, but before two Commissioners appointed, with the con- 
sent of Cmdidates, in the same manner as is now done with the Roman 
Catholic Qualification Oaths. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That regular Certihcates 
of Registry, without erasure or interlineation, shall be considere evi ence 
of having duly registered ; and on their production, no recourse shall be 
had to original Affidavits of Registry. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Co.nmittee,That when any person ckim- 
ing a right to Vote, shall produce to the Deputy Sheriff a Certincate of 
his having taken the Oaths by Law required to be ‘ak™. ani al“ 
Certificate of having registered his Vote, he shall ^e admhted to poll, 
mill an objection is made to his right to do so ; which objection shall 
not be examined before the Deputy Sheriff, but be referred at once to 
decided upon by the Sheriff or his Assessor or Assessors. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee., That the Clerk of the 
Peace shall attend in the Sherifi-s booth wid. the 
of Registry ; where only they may be examined during the continuance 

of the Poll. 

Resolved, 



381 . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE ON 



"Resolved^ 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That in case a person 
shall tender his Vote in a polling booth, and not produce the Certificate 
of the Registry of his Vote, his right to vote, if objected to, shall be 
referred to the Sheriff, who shall examine the original Affidavit, and 
admit his Vote, if it shall appear to have been duly registered, as if he 
had produced his Certificate. 

Resolved^ 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient that 
whenever more than 1,500 Freeholders are registered in one barony, 
such barony shall (if required by any Candidate) be divided into so 
many booths ; that no more than 1,500 shall have to poll in any booth. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Deputy Sheriffs, 
and not the Agents, shall put Questions to the person tendering his 
Vote, and only as to his name, residence, place, nature and value of his 
Freehold, the date and place of Registry, and for whom he shall vote ; 
and that they shall have no power to examine into the Right of voting, 
or to reject a Vote, without an Appeal to the Sheriff. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That Sheriffs shall have 
power to commit to Gaol persons wilfully interrupting the Poll, without 
Bail or Mainpnze, for any term not exceeding Twenty-four hours. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Parish be 
omitted in the Affidavits for registering a >(^.50 or ^.^0 Freehold. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the annual rent, and 
not the acreable rent, be inserted in each Affidavit for registering a Free- 
hold under ^.2Q. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That each Candidate at 
an Election shall be allowed to employ Counsel in the Sheriff’s booth. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That residence or occu- 
pation by tilling or grazing, shall not be necessary for the registry or 
polling of persons, having Freeholds under the value of jT.30, subject 
only to Quit or Crown Rent, or for a perpetuity, or for lives renewable 
for ever. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Penalty for 
polling twice, or for personating another, or for any Perjury for the 
purpose of polling, should be Transportation. 

Resolved, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




J 

lEISH ELECTION LAWS. 3 

'Resolved., 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient that 
Deputy Sheriffs should be Magistrates, or Freeholders of jC*- 50, where 
such persons are willing to act. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That however useful it 
may be found in England to place a limit to the duration of polls, the 
Committee cannot recommend the enactment of such a provision in 
the Irish Election Law at present, until the experience of a General 
Election shall demonstrate how far the facilities given by the provisions 
recommended in the former Resolutions, may render such a limitation 
advisable. 

Resohed, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it is expedient that 
Returning Officers should finally close any booth on any day (after 
the fourth day) on which no more than ten electors have polled during 
that day. 

Resolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That it shall be lawful for 
the Candidate, or other person or persons aggrieved by the wilfully 
corrupt or partial conduct of any Returning Officers or Officer in Ireland, 
to indict such Returning Officers or Officer, who, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be subjected to two years imprisonment ; and that he or they shall 
for ever after be incapable of serving His Majesty in any civil or military 
capacity whatever. 

19 May 1817 . 
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